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In the state’s corridors of power, women 
are underrepresented in elected offices 
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Colleen O’Dea NJ Spotlight 


to public office, New Jersey remains underrepresented at the 
high levels of government, with a net loss of one Senate seat 
in the state Legislature in the last election. Women gained one seat 
in the state Assembly, although that could be temporary. They fared 
better in the ranks of freeholders, although female representation in 
these county boards is far lower than the female population at large. 

Still, that could change next year, with women becoming a force 
in congressional elections. Six female challengers — some of them 
well-funded — so far have declared for three New Jersey seats in the 
U.S. House of Representatives. 

“This year has seen a gigantic wave of women getting involved 
in politics — marching, organizing on social media, and running 
for office,” said Barbara Lee, president and founder of the Barbara 
Lee Family Foundation, which is working for women’s equality in 
American politics. 

“Now is an excellent time to be a woman running for office. Vot- 
ers are hungering for change from the status quo, and women rep- 
resent that change, in a sea of male — mostly white — elected off- 
cials,” she said. 

The foundation released a report last month titled “Opportunity 
Knocks” that was based on survey research and found the current 
political climate is good for women candidates. 


Der national and state efforts to get more women elected 
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PROVING THEIR METTLE 

“That doesn’t mean women candidates can expect to cruise into 
office,” Lee said. “Even in an environment favorable to outsider 
candidates, women must demonstrate that they are strong leaders 
who can get things done in office. 

“To succeed, women candidates need to showcase a clear record 
of accomplishments in their communities, pointing to specific 
results — creating jobs, passing reforms, or balancing a budget — 
not just points on a résumé,” she said. 

New Jersey saw more women outsiders run for the state Legis- 
lature this year, predominantly Democrats who ran in Republican 
strongholds. And while most did better than challengers usually 
do, none was able to pull off an upset and win. 

Unofficial election results show women losing a net of one seat in 
Trenton for the 2017-18 session, at least for the moment. 

In the Senate, one woman stepped down and a second was 
defeated, with both replaced by men. 

Technically, there were 12 women in the upper house prior to 
the election and there will be just 10 come January, but one of the 
12 — Kristin Corrado of the 40th District — joined the Senate only 
a month before the election to replace a man who resigned over the 
summer. 

SEE HER, A9 
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Senate GOP 

bill guts Jersey 

tax breaks, hits 
health coverage 


Jonathan D. Salant For The Star-Ledger 


The tax bill passed by Senate Republi- 
cans early Saturday morning would limit 
your property tax break and end the deduc- 
tion for state and local income and sales 
taxes, a mainstay of the U.S. tax code since 
the first income tax. 

The measure also would lead to 340,000 
additional New Jerseyans without health 
coverage and the state’s homeowners see- 
ing their property values drop by more than 
10 percent, studies show. 

The savings would be used to cut taxes 
primarily on corporations and wealthy 
Americans, even as the legislation increases 
the federal deficit by more than $1 trillion 
over 10 years after factoring in economic 
growth, according to the Republican-led 
congressional Joint Committee on Taxa- 
tion. 

“Senate Republicans sold out work- 
ing people, students, seniors, millennials, 
and millions of middle-class families, par- 
ticularly in successful states like New Jer- 
sey,” said Sen. Robert Menendez, D-N.J., 
SEE TAX, A13 
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N.J. activists try 
a new legal tack 
to fight pipelines 


Michael Sol Warren For The Star-Ledger 


It’s not easy to thread a pipeline through 
the property of others. 

A company can seek an easement that 
allows them the right to use another’s prop- 
erty for a certain purpose. If unsuccessful, 
the company may try to acquire the ease- 
ment through the use of eminent domain. 

Over the years, environmental groups 
opposed to the expansion of oil and natural 
gas pipelines across the nation have tried 
various ways to fight pipeline projects. 

Now, Garden State environmental advo- 
cates think they’ve found a way to stop 
pipeline companies from acquiring the 
land they need in the first place, and a pipe- 
line project in New Jersey may serve as the 
legal battleground. 

The New Jersey Conservation Founda- 
tion has sued the Federal Energy Regula- 
tory Commission on the grounds that the 
agency’s use of eminent domain to take 
over land for the construction of interstate 
natural gas pipelines is unconstitutional in 
many cases. The NJCF is represented by the 
Eastern Environmental Law Center and the 
Columbia University Environmental Law 
Clinic. 

The lawsuit, filed in federal court in 
November, cites the Fifth Amendment 
requirement that any eminent domain 
action be made for “public use.” 

Environmentalists claim that FERC has 
consistently failed to prove that pipeline 
SEE PIPELINE, A13 
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Each of our three Pocono Mountain 
resorts offers unique ways to enjoy 
this year’s beautiful fall foliage. 


Scenic Nature Walks - Beer Tastings 
Cozy Hayrides « Fall Picnic Lunches 
Carriage Rides 


& So Much More! 
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